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Embargoed 3pm November 28, 2014

MEDIA RELEASE

ADELAIDE HILLS WINE SHOW REWARDS 
DIVERSITY AND INNOVATION

One of Australia's largest and most famous winemakers and some of its smallest artisanal producers rubbed shoulders in the winner's circle today, as the Adelaide Hills Wine Show rewarded a diverse honour roll of its top whites and reds for 2014.

The Penfolds Bin A Chardonnay seized the trophy of Best Wine of the Show, confirming the Adelaide Hills as the number one "new age" Chardonnay region in Australia. The 100% Adelaide Hills white wine is sourced from vineyards between Piccadilly Valley and Birdwood and retails for around $60 a bottle.

In contrast tiny family winery Murdoch Hills won the trophy for the Best Shiraz with its 2013 "The Cronberry" Shiraz and Wicks Estate took the trophy for the Best Pinot with its 2013 Pinot Noir.

The results also reflected the growing interest in the Adelaide Hills from other wine regions. 

Clare Valley winery O'Leary Walker was awarded the trophy for Best Sauvignon Blanc, and McLaren Vale winery Wirra Wirra took out the trophy for the Best Riesling and Most Successful Exhibitor - all 100% Adelaide Hills wines.

"The 2014 wine show proves that the Adelaide Hills is the region where forward thinking wineries want to be," Adelaide Hills Wine Region Chairman Tom Keelan said.

"With climate change affecting ripening conditions in traditional warm regions, it is the cool climate Adelaide Hills and Tasmania where the growth is happening.

"This is also reflected in changes in consumer tastes. People want more elegant wines with good acid and structure that complement the lighter Asian influenced Australian cuisine. 

"Our key varietals – Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Gruner Veltliner, Pinot Noir and cool climate Shiraz are ideally suited to this trend."

Tom said the show also reflected the innovative "open-minded" spirit of the relatively young Adelaide Hills winemaking community.

"We're excited that trophies were won by a Montepulciano (Catlin Wines), a Fiano (Jericho Wines), a Gruner Veltliner (Tomich Wines) and a Pinot Gris (Howard Vineyard)," Tom said.

"These are the varieties which will lead Australian wine into the future and it was great to see our most innovative winemakers rewarded.

"While the first vines in SA were planted in the Adelaide Hills in the early 1840s, we are not bogged down by tradition. We have an eclectic bunch of young entrepreneurs complemented by more established wineries and winemakers, who are all keen to try new things.

"It's a diverse and dynamic place to be and this wine show reflects that."

Tom said 102 wineries exhibited 495 wines this year, up by more than 10% on 2013 and 248 medals were presented, up by 40% in 2013 showing the ongoing "premiumisation" of the Adelaide Hills region.  

Media enquires:
Tom Keelan, Chairman, Adelaide Hills Wine Region

M: 0438 373 247
Robin Shaw, Chief Executive, Adelaide Hills Wine Region 
M: 0419 033 868

Will Fuller, Director, FULLER  M: 0437 651 095, will.fuller@fuller.com.au
More information can be found at www.adelaidehillswine.com.au. 
Adelaide Hills Regional Wine Show 2014 Trophies

Best Wine of the Show

2013 Penfolds Bin A Chardonnay

Sponsored by Mount Lofty House

Best Sparkling Wine of the Show

2011 Malcolm Creek The Reginald

Sponsored by Vinocor

Best Riesling of the Show

2014 Wirra Wirra The Lost Watch Riesling

Sponsored by Prowine

Best Sauvignon Blanc of the Show

2014 O'Leary Walker Sauvignon Blanc

Sponsored by National Wine Centre

Best Chardonnay of the Show

2013 Penfolds Bin A Chardonnay

Sponsored by St Martin

Best Pinot Gris/Grigio of the Show

2014 Howard Vineyard Clover Pinot Gris

Sponsored by Hahn Corporation

Best Gruner Veltliner of the Show

2014 Tomich Woodside Vineyard Gruner Veltliner

Sponsored by TK Print
Best White Wine in Classes other than Classes 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6

2014 Jericho Adelaide Hills Fiano

Sponsored by Air Liquide

Best Rosé of the Show

2014 Hahndorf Hill Rosé

Sponsored by Collotype Labels

Best Pinot Noir of the Show

2013 Wicks Estate Pinot Noir

Sponsored by F Miller & Co

Best Cabernet Family or Blend of the Show

2013 Kakaba Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon

Sponsored by RSN Australia

Best Shiraz of the Show

2013 Murdoch Hill 'The Cronberry'

Sponsored by Laffort
Best Red Wine in Classes other than Classes 9, 10, 11, 12

2013 Catlin Montepulciano
Sponsored by Udder Delights

Best Wine in Museum Classes

2009 Ashton Hills Estate Pinot Noir
Sponsored by Fuller Brand & Communication

Wine Show Committee's Award of Recognition

Prue Henschke

Sponsored by Nadalie

Most Successful Exhibitor

Wirra Wirra Vineyards

Sponsored by Geek IT

Cellar Door Award

Scott & La Prova
Sponsored by Stephen George



